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Project Name: LSJ/DS RFMP Date: 2/5/14      9a-10:30a 
Meeting Subject: Delta Stewardship Council Meeting Project No.:       
Location: SJAFCA Conference Room Page: 1 
Notes by: Jesse Patchett   
 
Attendees: Gemma Biscocho  Cindy Messer     
 Jesse Patchett       
 Jessica Davenport       
 You Chen (Tim) Chao       

Purpose: 
This meeting was held at the request of Tim Chao with the Delta Stewardship Council (DSC) in response to their review of the 
LSJ/DS RFMP. The DSC recently met with the Lower Sacramento/Delta North RFMP Team, and is looking for ways to be 
involved in the LSJ/DS RFMP.  
 
Discussion: 
A brief overview of the Delta Plan was provided by the DSC (see attached materials provided). This was followed by a 
discussion of the RFMP. It was noted the RFMP is being led by the RFMP Team (SJAFCA, PBI, and several other consultants) 
to capture key flood risk challenges in the Regions and describe the local’s long-term vision for flood risk reduction.  
 
Questions/Comments: 
DSC inquired how they could get involved in the LSJ/DS RFMP process. DSC was directed to our outreach consultant to get on 
the mailing list, and the RFMP website where meeting minutes and RFMP documents are uploaded regularly. Information on the 
Coordinating Committee and TAC were also provided. 
 
DSC asked what our vision was for promoting ecosystem/habitat restoration in the RFMP.  It was noted that the RFMP is being 
led by the locals, and specifically officials who are responsible for leading/implementing flood system improvements in the 
LSJ/DS Regions. DSC was advised that during our first round of small group meetings, ecosystem/habitat restoration were 
identified as coincident objectives if they could be feasibly completed as part of an identified flood project. Standalone 
eco/habitat projects are not goals of the RFMP as determined by the LSJ/DS Regions.  
 
DSC presented an exhibit from the Delta Plan which illustrates Priority Habitat Restoration Areas, and inquired if projects were 
identified for these areas, if modifications could be made to incorporate these areas, or at least identify projects that would not 
preclude future ecosystem restoration actions. It was noted by the RFMP Team that many of the areas hatched are privately 
owned, and therefore the RFMP Team could not make these decisions. If single-purpose flood system projects are identified 
that are financially infeasible for LMAs to implement, ecosystem restoration components – along with ecosystem funding 
elements – could potentially be considered by individual LMAs/property owners in weighing the advantages/disadvantages of 
incorporating such components.  
 
Paradise Cut was also discussed. It was noted that in the small group meetings, Paradise Cut had strong support, and strong 
opposition within the LSJ/DS Regions. Information on the Paradise Cut Symposium, as well as the information available on the 
RFMP website was discussed.  
 
Finally, DSC mentioned they are beginning work on a Levee Prioritization Study for levees in the legal Delta. This work is being 
funded by DWR. This study is intended to recommend priorities for State investments in levee operation, maintenance and 
improvements in the Delta by early 2015. Additionally, this Study includes a task to analyze and determine cost allocations for all 
entities who benefit from flood protection provided by levees. This analysis would support the Delta Plan’s recommendation that 
the Legislature establish a Delta Flood Risk Management Assessment District with fee assessment authority to recover costs 
from all such beneficiaries and would support a feasibility study proposed by the Delta Protection Commission for creating such 
an assessment district. 
 
Action Items:  

• DSC to provide additional information on the Levee Prioritization Study 
• RFMP Team to stay engaged in Levee Prioritization Study developments 
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