
Mr. James B. Giottonini 
Executi ve Director 

January 2 1, 20 I I 

San Joaquin Area Flood Control Agency 
22 E. Weber Avenue, Room 30 I 
Stockton, CA 95202-23 17 

Dear Mr. Giotton ini: 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
1111 Broadway, Suite 1200 
Oakland, CA 94607-4052 

FEMA 

This letter is in reference to the review of the levee certification package originally submitted 
on March 24, 20 I 0 and the updated information that was submitted on September 7, 20 I 0 and 
December 20, 20 I 0 by the San Joaquin Area Flood Control Agency (SJAFCA) for the levee 
system along Lower Calaveras River, the San Joaquin River, and Walker Slough. The levee 
segments of this system, found on the enclosed map, have been previously identi fied as 
follows: 

• the levee segments along Lower Ca laveras River on the n0l1h bank (segment P454) 
and south bank (segments P1401 , P140, P356, and P357); 

• the levee segment along the right bank of the San Joaquin River (segment P359); 
• the levee segment along Walker Slough on the north bank (segment P268). 

After a review of the documentation and data subm itted, it has been determined that the 
minimum criteria outlined in Title 44, Code of Federal Regulations, Secti on 65.10 (44 CFR 
65 .10), have been met for the levees listed above . Therefore, FEMA plans to fully accredit 
these levee segments. Levee segment P454, which is a part of a previously accred ited levee 
system on Flood Insurance Rate Map (F IRM) panels 06077C0320F, 06077C0455F, and 
06077C0460F, dated October 16, 2009, will be mapped as providing protection from the 1-
percent annual chance (base) flood. The area protected from the base flood by fu ll y accredited 
levee systems will continue to be mapped as shaded Zone X and an updated note reflecting 
the new levee status will be placed in that area. Areas impacted by internal drainage may be 
mapped as a special flood hazard area. 

Although levee segments P1401 , P140, P356, P357, P359, and P268 meet the mll11mUm 
criteria outlined in 44 CFR 65.10, other levee segments in corresponding levee systems do not 
meet 44 CFR 65. 10 requirements. As a result, the areas protected from the base flood by levee 
systems depicted as provisionally accred ited on the October 16, 2009 effective FIRM with 
identified deficiencies will be de-accredited in a future FEMA mapping action. If additional , 
new, or updated information regarding the performance or cond ition of these levees become 
ava ilable, FEMA may re-evaluate the flood hazard depicted on the effective FIRM, and 
incorporate that information as warranted. 



Mr. James B. Giottonini 
January 2 1, 20 II 
Page 2 of 3 

Map rev isions in th e future may req uire th at data and doc um entation be submitted to 
demonstrate compliance w ith the 44 e FR 65. 10 cri teria at that tim e. Des ign, co nstructi on, 
operati on, an dlor maintenance documents may be req uested at any time. Dev iat ions from the 
docum entation and data submitted to FEMA could result in the levee system no longer be ing 
mapped as prov iding protecti on from the base fl ood on a future FIRM . If at any po int, 
additi ona l informati on is prov ided to FEMA that shows the levee system no longe r meets the 
cri te ri a outlined in 44 e FR 65 .1 0, FEMA will contact the levee owner and community about 
poss ibl y de-accrediting the levee system. 

While FEMA may map the re ferenced levee system as prov iding protecti on from the base 
fl ood, it is important to note that levees are onl y des igned to prov ide a spec ifi c level of 
protecti on. They can be overtopped or fa il in la rger fl ood events. Levee systems require 
regul ar maintenance and peri od ic upgrades to reta in the ir leve l of protecti on. When levees do 
fail , they fail catast rophi ca ll y, and damage may be more signifi cant than if th e levee was not 
there. 

Everyone should understand the ri sk to li fe and property that res ides behind levees - ri sk that 
eve n th e best fl ood-contro l system cannot completely eliminate. For these reasons, FEMA 
encourages people to understand the ir ri sk. The Nati onal Flood Insurance Program (NF IP) 
was created to reduce fl ood damages by identifying fl ood ri sks, enco uraging sound 
community fl oodplain management practi ces, and providing fl ood insurance to lessen the 
financia l impact of fl ood damage. Through the N FIP, property owners in parti cipating 
communiti es are able to insure against fl ood losses . 

If yo u have any questi ons regarding thi s matter or fl ood hazard mapping in gene ra l, pl ease 
co ntact me by te lephone at (5 10) 627-7 129 or by email at kathlee n. schae fer@dhs.gov. 

Enc losure: Levee Status Map 

Sincere ly, 

Kathl een Schaefer, P.E. , e FM 
FEMA Region IX 
Mitigati on Di vis ion 

., 
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cc: Mr. Roge r Churchwe ll , Deputy Executi ve Director, SJAFCA 
Mr. Bob Deis, City Manager, City of Stockton 
Mr. Mike N iblock, Director, Community Deve lopment Department, City of 
Stockton 
M r. Thomas Gau, Chi e f Deputy Director, Publi c Works Department, San Joaquin 
County 
M r. Mike Conne ll y, Engineerin g Se rvices Manage r, San Joaquin Co unty Flood 
Contro l and Water Co nservati on Board 
M r. Willi am Dunning, Rec lamati on Distri ct 16 14 

., 
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