
Construction Contract 
Awarded & Work Started 
Construction on the long-awaited Smith Canal Gate Project is underway. In April 
2020, the San Joaquin Area Flood Control Agency Board of Directors awarded a 
$49.5 million construction contract to Shimmick Construction, the lowest bidder. 
Construction crews began mobilizing equipment in May and June. Work began 
on July 15. Environmental permits only allow for three months of in-water work 
each year, July 15 through October 15. Due to environmental and other permit 
conditions, the project will take three construction seasons to complete: 2020, 
2021 and 2022.

About the Smith Canal Gate Project
The Smith Canal Gate Project will meet State and Federal standards for flood 
protection by isolating Smith Canal from the San Joaquin River during high water 
and tide events. It includes a floodwall along the San Joaquin River between Dad’s 
Point and the eastern boundary of the Stockton Golf & Country Club, tying into 
the existing Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) accredited levee.

The floodwall will feature a gate to allow for tidal exchange and boat access to 
Atherton Cove and Smith Canal. The gate will remain open, except during high 
water and tide events and for periodic testing. Dad’s Point will be raised and 
strengthened to allow certification as a levee. 
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Project Will Eliminate High-Cost, 
Mandatory Flood Insurance 
Once SJAFCA completes construction of the Smith Canal Gate Project and 
Reclamation District 1614 completes upgrades to the Wisconsin storm water 
pump station (anticipated 2021), FEMA will “remap” the Smith Canal area to 
remove the “high risk” flood zone designation. This will eliminate mandatory 
flood insurance requirements and building restrictions for approximately 5,000 
properties, and prevent approximately 3,000 additional properties from being 
mapped into a high-risk zone. Property owners will be able to purchase flood 
insurance at low-risk rates. For more information on the Wisconsin Pump 
Station Project, visit www.rd1614.com.
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Project Schedule
During the 2020 construction season, major activities will 
include the installation of the cofferdam and completion of 
items related to the gate foundation. This work will not affect 
navigation or ingress/egress for Atherton Cove and Smith 
Canal, or public access at Dad’s Point and boat launch.  
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Get to Know SJAFCA, RD 1614 & RD 828
The San Joaquin Area Flood Control Agency (SJAFCA) is a Joint Powers 
Authority created in May 1995 by the City of Stockton, San Joaquin County 
and the San Joaquin County Flood Control and Water Conservation District. 
The Cities of Lathrop and Manteca joined SJAFCA in January 2018. SJAFCA’s 
mission is to reduce flood risk for the Cities of Stockton, Lathrop and Manteca 
and some adjacent unincorporated County areas.

Reclamation Districts 1614 and 828 are responsible for operations and 
maintenance of levees, pump stations and other flood control facilities in the 
Smith Canal area.  

SJAFCA Board of Directors
Manteca City Councilmember Gary Singh, Chair
San Joaquin County Supervisor Chuck Winn, Vice-Chair
Stockton City Vice Mayor Dan Wright
Stockton City Councilmember Jesús Andrade
San Joaquin County Supervisor Chair Katherine Miller
Lathrop City Councilmember Diane Lazard
Lathrop City Councilmember Paul Akinjo
Manteca City Vice Mayor Jose Nuño
Member of the Public Mike Morowit

Reclamation District 828
Bill Mendelson, President
Deby Provost, Trustee
Paul Marsh, Trustee

Reclamation District 1614
Kevin Kauffman, President
Ben Koch, Trustee
Christian Gaines, Trustee

Major Funding Partner
CA Department of Water Resources

STAY CONNECTED

Visit SJAFCA’s website at www.sjafca.org for the latest news, 
project updates and meeting announcements. Questions? 
Call the project hotline at (209) 487-1387. Sign up for 
periodic project alerts by texting smithcanal to 31996.

CONSTRUCTION SEASON

2020 2021 2022

Cofferdam and 
gate foundation

Cellular Wall 
south end 

Miter Gate 

Dad’s Point 
sheet pile wall

Miter Gate

Cellular Wall 
north end 

Project wrap up 
activities

Project Design Features


